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HORSE SCHOOL


The 2020 Master Horse Owner Program is scheduled for January 27, 30, February 3, 6, 10, and 13.  Sessions will be from 6 to 9 pm each evening.  

The speakers will cover responsible ownership, behavior, economics, health, nutrition, forages and grazing management, and waste management.
I’m cooperating with the Rutherford County Extension staff and we are holding the sessions at the Murfreesboro office at 315 John Rice Boulevard.  Preregistration is now open and forms are available at the office or our website https://extension.tennessee.edu/bedford/Pages/default.aspx
GRAIN CONFERENCE 

The annual Middle Tennessee Grain Conference is set for Tuesday, February 4th at a new location, the UT Space Institute in Tullahoma. The address for the new site is 411 BH Goethert Pkwy, Tullahoma, TN. The conference will once again offer farmers some of the most practical insights and real-life solutions to emerging crop production issues to date.

This year’s conference will open with registration at 7:30 a.m. on Tuesday, February 4th.  The sessions will start at 8:30 a.m. with a welcome from UTSI, and a charismatic slate of speakers is set to follow with breakout sessions such as “Dicamba: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly”, “The 1980’s Called & They Want Their Weeds Back”, and “Soil Testing for Precision Ag.”  

And once again, the Middle Tennessee Grain Conference will not only feature practical research-based education, but also one of the area’s largest trade shows with over 30 vendors on hand to showcase what’s new and useful in our industry. 

Lunch will be provided by “The View” Dining Hall and is again graciously sponsored by the Tennessee Farmers Cooperative. Our keynote speaker, Dr. R.L. (Bob) Nielson, Extension Corn Specialist & Professor of Agronomy at Purdue University will present “Corn Profitability: Between a Rock and a Hard Place.”

Immediately following adjournment there will be an opportunity to attend Pesticide Recertification. This recertification will include Dicamba and Gramoxone Certification for operators who use those herbicide technologies. Cost of this training is an additional $25 per person to be paid on-site at the time of training. Current pesticide cards expire June 30, 2020.

I have registration forms and the conference schedule posted on the UT Extension Bedford website.  For more information and registration, contact me at 684-5971 or email me at jteague1@utk.edu

For more information on any of these schools, contact me at 684-5971 or email me at jteague1@ut.edu  I’ve also posted these on our UT Extension Bedford Facebook page with links.
BASIC MASTER BEEF


The Basic Master Beef Producer series is designed for those who want to learn basics in beef production.  The classes cover reproduction, genetics, nutrition, animal health, forage production, environmental issues, behavior and facilities, carcass merit, management, marketing, and food safety.  Over 500 Bedford County beef producers have completed the course over the

past 15 years and it has been rated highly by all.  

 
This school is designed for those who have not had any Master Beef Producer school training.  Many participants have herds of small to large numbers or don’t own any but are thinking of starting a cattle operation.  This class also qualifies applicants of the Tennessee Ag Enhancement Program for a higher cost-share in the various projects.  

The dates for the 2020 basic program are February 17, 18, 20, 24, 25, and 27.  These meetings start at 6 pm and end at 9 pm each night.  The sessions will be held at the Extension office.  

Pre-registration is required and the forms are available at the office at 2105 Midland Road or online at https://extension.tennessee.edu/Bedford/Pages/Livestock-and-Forages.aspx
WELL DONE


I generally don’t make comments on individuals, but from time to time I’ve come into contact with some who have made such an impact that leads me to say something.  I want to make a few comments on one such person.

She was a good family member.  A good daughter, sister, wife, niece, cousin, and though she never had her own children, she was a mother who directly or indirectly helped raise her family and extended family and friends.


She had a good spirit about her.  You might not see her at church every week, but you could see her righteousness in her every day.


She was a good business woman.  She turned a dream and a talent for growing things into a leading business in the area.  She was one of the hardest working people I have ever known.  In the heat, in the cold and in between, she was always doing something, most of it hard work. 

She was a great teacher.  When she worked for UT Extension after having been a state 4-H winner as a teen, she taught those in need how to make their family lives better.  She was truly concerned about others.

And later, when she was into her business, part of the service to her customers was to help educate them about their purchases.  She sent out monthly emails with tips and information to help her clients understand and be able to help themselves.
She was a recognized leader among her peers.  She served her industry as an elected leader and advisor statewide, not focusing just on her business but on the issues facing all of her associates.

Without a doubt, she was a special person.  Her family, friends, community and the state will miss her greatly.  As they would say back in my mountain home country, “she wuz a good ‘un.” 

Loraine Davis Sutton, well done, good and faithful servant.


