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FARMERS MARKET


We had a good market last week, with a big group of customers and a good line up of vendors with plenty of produce and baked goods. The sweet corn has come in and it was really good. There were green beans, potatoes, tomatoes and the usual squash and cucumbers.

We have heard from the blueberry and blackberry folks and they expect their crop to be in this week, provided that nothing bad happens. But then farming’s a gamble on the weather and insects and diseases and etc. It may be next week, depending on the rain and sunshine.


We have also heard from new vendors, and we expect them to come and take a spot as well. Again, it’s all about the timing.


The market is at the pavilion at the Celebration Grounds on Celebration Drive, nest to the big blue water tower. The market is on Thursday afternoons at 2:30 pm, with no early sales.

POULTRY SHOW AND SALE


The annual 4-H Poultry Show and Sale will be held Thursday, August 6, with awards at 5:50 pm and the sale at 6:00 pm. We will have the sale at the Bedford County Ag Center at 2119 Midland Road, Shelbyville. 

We expect 66 pullets, selling in groups of 2 or 3. This year we have the popular Black Sexlinks and the ISA Browns. The indication is that these birds have done really well this year. The pullets will be at 22 weeks of age, and many will be laying eggs. 

For those folks who keep home flocks, this will be a good opportunity to purchase some really nice young hens at the beginning of their egg production. For more information, contact Sean Giffin or me a 684-5971.   

TRAININGS


We are about ready to start training sessions in many areas. I have private applicator pesticide certifications to complete before September 30, and I’m planning on having sessions in August. I have limited seating, so I’ll be offering different dates and times by mail to accommodate all of the farmers that need the recertification. I got a list of all private applicators from Bedford County from Tennessee Department of Agriculture to send notices to. 

I’ll also be starting Beef Quality Assurance recertification for those who have expired BQA numbers, and for those who need to get certified as well. Again, small groups and individuals by appointment will be how I get those done. 


The application period for the 2021 Tennessee Ag Enhancement Program will be October 1-7, and for those who will be applying for cost-share funds for anything having to do with beef cattle will need to have a current BQA number as of the application date on file with the Tennessee Cattlemen Association. 
WHAT’S THE MARKET?


Market comments are provided by Drs. Andrew Griffith and Aaron Smith, livestock and crop economists with UT Extension. (My comments will be in brackets.)


The 5-area weighted average prices through Thursday were $95.97 live, up $1.06 com-pared to last week and $157.67 dressed, up $3.84 from a week ago. A year ago, prices were $114.64 live and $183.06 dressed. (As you can see, farmers are receiving about 20 cents less per pound than last year.)


Weekly beef production has consistently exceeded year ago levels for several weeks now and this is expected to continue until all of the backlogged cattle are harvested. (Back-logged cattle resulted because of the processing plants shutting down due to sick workers.) 

Increased beef production is likely to continue even after the backlog is cleared with heavier cattle coming to market. The key to beef and cattle prices strengthening will be the demand side of the market, because the supply side is firm. (We hope that consumers will buy beef and help support the demand side.)

There have been some positive signs of the feeder cattle market recovering which brings optimism to many. (The recovery will be small at times and slow.) It is going to be a long haul before the market is fully recovered. There will be millions more head of feeder cattle marketed in the coming months that will not realize their full value had coronavirus not disrupted the market. The hope is that cattle prices will continue to move back towards their mark.  
Cotton and wheat were up; corn and soybeans were down for the week. The USDA released the July WASDE report on Friday. Corn and soybeans reacted bearish and wheat and cotton mildly bullish. 

December corn futures fell 8 cents after the report was released. November soybeans were moving lower before the report release, however the report amplified losses for the day closing down 10 ¾ cents.


Wheat was the big winner for the week with futures contracts up 25-42 cents. Similar to cotton, wheat’s gains for the day (9 cents) are not attributable to the WASDE report as most of the increase occurred prior to the report released. September wheat is up almost 60 cents in the past 2 weeks. Weather concerns in Europe and Russia are driving prices higher.

September 2020 corn futures closed at $3.37 last week, down 6 cents. September 2020 soybean futures closed at $8.85, down 5 cents. July 2021 wheat futures closed at $5.38, up 25 cents since last Friday.

