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FARMERS MARKET


It’s going. The crops are coming. The vendors are there and the customers are coming out to the market. We had fresh corn and a lot of summer vegetables, along with home baked goods.

Come to the market at the Farmers Market Pavilion next to the big blue water tower at the Celebration Grounds on Celebration Drive. The market is Thursday afternoons at 2:30 pm, and no early sales. 


We practice social distancing, and we strongly recommend masks. For more information, contact me at 684-5971 or at jteague1@utk.edu
LICHENS AND MOSS


Here is a set of questions I got through email last week, and I thought I would share them and my response, along with a current picture. The picture shows a lack of leaves and some bark missing, along with stump indicating that part of the plant was removed. This plant should be covered in pretty dark purple foliage at this time of year. There are lichens and mosses growing all over the plant.
I get asked about this throughout the year, and there is always concern about trees and shrubs with growths on the bark. Here are the questions I received.


‘There is some sort of fungus covering my Plum Trees and Cottonwoods. Will this kill the trees? 

Is there any way to treat this?’


Here is most of my answer. There is a little bit of technical explanation in some of this, but you’ll get a better understanding.

‘I have found a reference that pretty well describes what your problem is. I have copied the main parts from the source. The lichens/moss/algae are not the cause of decline, but they are there due to the fact that something has stressed your tree to begin a decline in health. 
I think I noticed that part of the tree had been removed. Maybe the cause for removal was a contributor. Plums also have a disease called black knot canker that is pretty common, causing death to limbs and parts of the plant, allowing the development of these lichens/mosses/algaes. 

What is the problem? Algae, lichens and moss are non-parasitic plant-like organisms that colonize bark, rock and other hard surfaces. Lichens and algae are often mistaken for a fungal disease but, fortunately, they do not harm plants on which they grow. Furthermore, they can give a mature look to a garden, preferring damp areas with minimal air movement.

However, growths of algae, lichens and moss may be more common on plants lacking vigor, so their presence could indicate that attention is needed, particularly on old fruit trees and azaleas.

On tree trunks and leaves of evergreen trees and shrubs, algae can be seen as a green, powdery deposit. It is not unattractive on trunks but can make leaves dull and unsightly. The alga Trentepohlia is seen as a vivid orange powdery deposit on tree trunks and branches.

Lichens growing on trees and shrubs are mainly grey to green in color. They may form as crusty patches, leafy mats, or upright branching or hanging growths on the bark or wood.

Various mosses can grow on the trunks or branches of trees and shrubs. These mosses may form large, coarse, loose, green or yellowish-green tufts, densely matted tufts, or compact green cushions.


As for the cause, algae, lichens and moss are found in damp places, as not only do they need moisture for growth but also for reproduction. Lichens are particularly adaptable as they are able to exist where nutrients, and sometimes water, are scarce. However, they grow only very slowly so, unlike moss and algae, are slow to colonize. Lichens prefer areas with clean air, so are more common in rural districts.

The conditions that favor such growths on branches and twigs follow. Trees or shrubs which are lacking in vigor, particularly those which are already beginning to die back. In these circumstances the growth of lichen in particular is often unjustly blamed for the poor condition of an affected plant

Trees and shrubs which have been neglected are subjects, especially where the branches have 

become overcrowded. However, lichens and moss can also appear on vigorous new plants in humid areas and are fairly common. 
The side of tree trunks facing the prevailing wind and rain may be colonized by moisture-loving
mosses and lichens, and the shady side of tree trunks may be colonized by algae, often giving a grey or rusty-red appearance.

As for control, if algae, lichens and moss are considered unsightly, they can be controlled to some extent by improving air circulation; prune out overcrowded branches and cut back overhanging vegetation. 
Following this, try to stimulate new growth by feeding, mulching, watering and applying a foliar feed. Once an affected plant regains vigor, badly affected shoots can be pruned out. Control is not necessary on tree trunks. There are no chemical controls for algae, lichens and moss on plants.’


This topic apples to any tree or shrub. Basically, these lichens and mosses show up after the plant is in decline. The reason for decline can be age, heat or cold weather stress, extreme and extended drought or wetness, diseases or insect damage, excessive pruning or root damage.
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