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COMMISSIONER 
 Our Commissioner of Agriculture is Dr. Charles Hatcher, who was preciously our state 
veterinarian in the Tennessee Department of Agriculture. He issued this statement on March 27, a 
directive recommendation for our local livestock markets. Dealing with livestock diseases and 
containment is no different from our current health issue with CIVID-19. So our livestock growers can 
appreciate the importance of our efforts. Here is his statement in full. 

As our nation works diligently to halt the spread of COVID-19, livestock markets are vital to 
ensure a safe and steady food supply. Markets, sellers, and buyers must do their part to protect the 
health of customers and employees. 

This is not business as usual. It is critical that all participants in livestock sales follow CDC 
guidelines to minimize risk of infection. We want to be sure that the ag industry complies with federal 
and state recommendations for good health. 

Following discussions with Tennessee livestock market managers and owners, the Tennessee 
Livestock Marketing Association, the national Livestock Marketing Association, and the Tennessee Farm 
Bureau Federation, in conjunction with the National Cattlemen's Beef Association, the Tennessee 
Department of Agriculture makes the following recommendations for all livestock sales. 

Maintain at least 6 feet of distance between sale staff and customers. Do not allow people to 
congregate. Only allow one bidder per business or family on site. Prohibit spectators, including children. 
Consider providing a livestream of the sale for consignors and bidders to watch. Limit staff to essential 
people at sale time. Require buyers to sign in at arrival. Restrict access to the ring area by locking or 
staffing entrances.  

Ask consignors to drop off livestock and leave the facility. Offer curbside service for check 
delivery. If possible, allow bidding online and/or over the phone. Regularly disinfect frequently-touched 
surfaces. Employees and customers showing signs of illness should stay home. Communicate and 
enforce new policies with staff and the public. 

This is a serious situation for our nation and our industry. Biosecurity is a longstanding practice 
in agriculture and we fully understand how important it is to immediately control a disease outbreak. 
We can work together to maintain our strong commitment to health. Even during these uncertain times, 
farmers remain resilient.  

We know that the agriculture community is uniquely prepared to weather this storm. Thank you 
for all you do to support agriculture in Tennessee. 

 
EXTENSION 
 I want to reiterate our UT/TSU response to the virus and our work efforts. We are all ordered to 
work from home, but with rare and essential trips to the office. We are checking our emails as usual and 
we are checking our phone message on a regular basis.  
 If you have any need to discuss any issue with us, feel free to call the office at 931-684-5971 and 
leave your name, phone number and a brief message and we will contact you back. Also, you may send 
any of us an email. If you need an email address, send your request message to me at jteague1@utk.edu 
and I will direct your email to the appropriate person and they will establish a contact with you. 
 We all want to help you in any way we can, all the while protecting our community, our families 
and ourselves.  
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GARDENING 
 There is a big revival of intent to garden to grow food. Something about empty shelves at the 
grocery store causes that. 
 We have a great assortment of garden publications. One of my favorites is for the novice, while 
it also benefits those who are seasoned gardeners. There are how-to publications, there’s a set on 
diseases, another set on insects, and we also have some on preserving and canning. 
    These can be found at https://extension.tennessee.edu/publications/Pages/default.aspx You 
can search for UT Extension Publications and you can get the link. 
 If you need help in finding these, contact me by phone or email and I’ll get you to them. 
 
STORMS 
 When you hear of damage from storms, you usually think about how awful it is and then you go 
on. I’m the same way, generally. I’ve helped in some ways on these things. My family helps with these 
things. Most everybody does. But then I just go on. 
 All of my children have lived or are living in what we refer to tornado alleys. Katie was 400 yards 
away from the one that was devastated her community this past weekend. We were scared for her and 
relieved every time we heard from her. 
 But when you see it in the dark and the rain, and you are stepping among the debris in the 
middle of the night, you suddenly appreciate it, like it should be. And then the full realization when you 
see it firsthand in the early daylight is something you’ll never forget. And every time you look you find 
another shock from the damage. 
 So be aware of ‘em, and respect ‘em. When you see the damage and the results of what 
extreme weather can cause, be reminded every time of how little we are in a big world. 
 With a pandemic and a storm event, I’m reminded of how every good thing is precious. 

https://extension.tennessee.edu/publications/Pages/default.aspx

