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CHOOSING FABRICS Fibers and Weights



FABRIC SELECTION

• Apparel Fabrics, Decorator Fabrics, Commercial Fabrics
• Weight Depends on Use

Window Treatments – lighter weight or even non-decorator
Upholstery Treatments

High use heavier weight
Low use medium weight
Decorative non-upholstery

• Density of Weave
Higher density wears better

• When choosing colors and coordinating paint with fabrics – always choose the 
fabric first

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are basically three types of fabrics on the market – 	apparel for sewing clothes and crafts and quilts	decorator for making window treatments, pillows, tablecloths and upholstering	commercial for industries and commercial interior designSo when we think about fabrics for the home we are mostly using decorator fabricsThe weight of fabrics that you use in home décor depend on the use of the item	Window treatments can use a light to medium weight fabric – even a non-decorator fabric – like gingham	Upholstery treatments depend on the use of the upholstered item		high use	family room sofa	heavier weight		low use	bedroom sidechair	medium weight		decorative	bench that no one sits on	light to non-upholstery weightKeep in mind the density of the fabric – the denser the weave the more durableChoose fabrics first, then paint colors



NATURAL FIBERS

Linen Leather Cotton

Wool Silk Cotton Blend

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Linen – best suited for formal adult areas, soils and wrinkles easily, won’t withstand heavy wear but does resist pilling and fading, must be professionally cleaned to avoid shrinkageLeather – tough material, can be vacuumed and damp-wiped, deep clean with leather conditioner or saddle soapCotton – Good resistance to wear, fading and pilling, less resistant to soil, wrinkling and fire, durability and use depend on weave and finishCotton Blends – depending on weave can be sturdy and family friendly, treat with stain resistant finishWool – Sturdy and durable, good resistance to pilling, fading, wrinkling and soil, blends make it easier to cleanSilk – Delicate fabric for adult areas, must be professionally cleaned, can fade and sun rot



SYNTHETIC FIBERS

Acetate Acrylic Nylon

Olefin Polyester Rayon

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Acetate – imitation silk, withstands mildew, pilling and shrinking, fair resistance to soil, tends to wear, wrinkle and fade in sunAcrylic – imitation wool, resists wear, wrinkling, soiling and fading, may pill excessivelyNylon – Usually blended with other fibers to make it one of the strongest upholstery fabrics, very resilient, in a blend resists crushing of napped fabrics, doesn’t soil or wrinkle readily but can fade and pillOlefin – Good choice for heavy wearPolyester – Blended with other fibers to add wrinkle resistance, eliminate crushing of nap and reduce fading – when blended with wool creates more pillingRayon – Durable but wrinkles, high quality can be practical



TYPES OF FABRICS AND FABRIC PATTERNS



Brocade

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brocade



Damask

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Damask



Moire

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Moire



Dupioni Silk

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Silk Dupioni



Embroidered 
Silk

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Embroidered Silk



Chintz

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cotton Chintz



Chenille

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chenille



Matelasse

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Matelasse



Burlap



Denim

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DenimMatelassevelvet



Printed Duck 
(Canvas)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Duck



Ticking Stripe

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ticking Stripe



Herringbone

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Herringbone



Gingham
Check

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gingham



Houndstooth
Check

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Houndstooth



Tartan Plaid

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tartan Plaid



Ikat Print



Paisley

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Paisley



Toile

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Toile



COLOR Choosing a Scheme



Yellow

Green

Blue

Violet

Red

Orange

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The color wheel is a starting point for choosing a color scheme for your room.There are basically twelve colors represented here by the color wheel.



Yellow

Green

Blue

Violet

Red

Orange

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The primary colors are red, yellow and blue.  All the others are mixtures of these colors.



Yellow

Green

Blue

Violet

Red

Orange

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If we mix two primary colors we get the three secondary colors.  Red and yellow make orange Yellow and blue make green Red and blue make violetMixing a primary and a secondary color gives us the six tertiary colors.  The names always start with the primary color.  E.g. Red-Violet, Red-Orange, Yellow-Orange, Yellow-Green, Blue-Green and Blue-Violet.



Yellow

Green

Blue

Violet

Red

Orange

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mixing a primary and a secondary color gives us the six tertiary colors.  The names always start with the primary color.  E.g. Red-Violet, Red-Orange, Yellow-Orange, Yellow-Green, Blue-Green and Blue-Violet.



Yellow

Green

Blue

Violet

Red

Orange

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So what about peach or baby pink or forest green?  These are tints and shades of the hues.  If we add white to a hue it becomes a tint, like adding white to red gives us pink.  If we add black to a color we get a shade, like forest green.



Monochromatic Color Scheme

Blue-Green

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here we have an example of a monochromatic room in blue-green.



Monochromatic Color Scheme

Yellow

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here we have an example of a monochromatic room in blue-green.



Complementary Color Scheme

Blue and Orange

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Colors directly across from each other create are complements.Here we have an example of a complementary room in blue and orange.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s another example of blue and orange.



Complementary Color Scheme

Red and Green

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This room is complementary scheme using red and green.







Triadic Color Scheme

Red, Blue and Yellow

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A triadic color scheme is one that uses three colors equal distance apart on the color wheel.



Triadic Color Scheme

Orange, Green and Violet



Analogous Color Scheme

Yellow, Yellow-Orange, Orange

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Analogous color schemes are 3-4 colors next to each other.



Analogous Color Scheme

Blue, Blue-Green, Green, Yellow Green



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another way to pick a color scheme is to start with a print that you love and pull the colors out of the print.  Usually the color scheme is already pre-thought out in the print.Here we have a complementary print of blue and orange.We are going to pull out the orange in another print and the blue in a tone on tone.Often, fabrics will have color dots from the print on the edge of the selvedge that can be used to select the colors of the other fabrics.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here we combine neutrals like grey and taupe with a powerful red background in a floral print.  We can create the color scheme by pulling out the grey and taupe in the coordinating fabrics.



PATTERN Mixing Fabrics



FORMULA FOR PATTERN SELECTION

Organic + Geometric + Solid  

Scale Variation 

Density Variation



ORGANIC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are all examples of organic patterns.  They derive from nature and usually have curving lines.



GEOMETRIC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Straighter lines



DENSITY

High

Low



SCALE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here we have two scales of pattern.  The left is a large scale pattern while the right is a smaller scale pattern.The principle is that we want to mix up the scale of patterns around the room and next to each other.



SCALE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So if we are going to put a pillow on the chair that is a small scale print, we want to use a larger scale print on the pillow like on the right.  The pillow on the left gets lost because the scale of the patterns are similar.



SCALE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Conversely, if we use a large scale upholstery, we want a smaller scale pillow.



FORMULA EXAMPLE

Organic

Large Scale

Low Density

Geometric

Medium Scale

Medium Density

Geometric

Small Scale

High Density

Organic + Geometric + Scale Variation + Density Variation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is an example of pattern mixing.



FORMULA EXAMPLE

Organic

Large Scale

Medium Density

Geometric

Medium Scale

Low Density

Organic

Small Scale

High Density

Organic + Geometric + Scale Variation + Density Variation



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pattern MixingLarge scale on wall – medium scale on bed with small scale accentsOrganics are mixed with geometrics and texture is added in solids



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s another example with florals (organic) mixed with strips on the bedskirt and plaid in the bedding, pillows and ottoman at the foot of the bed.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here, two different scale plaids are used together with more organic curtains.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A help with pattern mixing is to look at coordinating fabric collections.  Sometimes manufacturers will make several prints that all coordinate into a collection with a similar color scheme.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Stores often display fabrics together in color families which can help you coordinate as well. 



DETAILS Adding Trims and Accents



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Piping in contrasting or coordinating fabric can add extra interest and style to a furniture piece.  The grey chairs in the top would not be nearly as interesting without the contrast of white.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nailhead trim can add interest to solid fabrics.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using multiple fabrics on one piece can add interest.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Add details such as the gathered insert sides of this cushion and the twisted cording.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pleated or gathered skirts can add to the effect of a piece like a sofa or chair.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Trims add details that draw the eye and add luxury to fabric furnishings.



FABRIC IDEAS Adding Fabrics to Your Home



Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can totally change the look of your room with tablecloths and chair covers.  This more formal wood table and red damask chairs are changed to a more casual, airy look with tablecloths and chair covers.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The little skirt added to this chair takes it up a level in interest.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A very popular use of fabrics is in panels that are hung on the wall.  They can be stretched over artists canvases or hung in embroidery hoops or over large insulation panels.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Throw pillows can add interest to rooms.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Throw pillows can add a pop of color to a neutral sofa and can easily be changed out when you want a new color scheme or for the seasons.Use pillow covers and an insert to easily store and redecorate often.



WINDOW TREATMENTS Fabrics for Windows



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Long panels are everywhere with details like pleats





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Simple sleek lines like these grommeted panels



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Roman shades also give a simple look



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bold prints



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Layering
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