AG NOTES

By John Teague

UT/TSU Extension
March 30, 2021

IT’S THAT TIME!


We’re seeing a lot of interest in fertilizers, seeds, and plants. This all leads to questions, and some of them lead to other questions. What kinds? How much? When?


First, let me remind that the average frost/freeze last date is April 15-19, depending on what you read. This is the average time that the weather can cause damage to the softer plants or those in a very susceptible stage. 

Some bedding plants can be damaged by sub-freezing temperatures, while others are tolerant at least for a few hours. And some crops can be damaged as well, such as the late freeze did to wheat last year, striking when the wheat heads were in the pollination stage and only for a short time. So, plant selection includes checking to see how hardy these plants need to be.

The kinds of plants to select depend on what the goal is. Is this a vegetable garden, a lawn, a flower bed? What does it offer, such as soil, drainage, shade or sun, access to water or protection from too much water?

How much fertilizer? My answer to that is to use a soil test to determine what is needed for the plants being considered. Our lab can determine recommendations for beds, lawns, crops and grass pastures and hay fields. It is based on the available phosphorous and potassium, two of the basic needs for plants. A recommendation for nitrogen amounts and times to apply is made with outcomes in mind. Any adjustment needed for pH with a lime application is made to get the soil into the range optimum for the plants in mind.
We have a lot of resources available. Publications with good information for making decisions are available. Contact me at 684-5971 or by email at jteague1@utk.edu for these sources. For soil tests, we have the sample boxes and information sheets at the office at 2105 Midland Road in Shelbyville. After you get the samples to us, we’ll send them to our lab in Nashville and have the results and recommendations sent directly to you, and we’re available to help interpret the results.

FRUIT PROTECTION


With so many of the fruit trees in the budding and bloom stage, this is a time to consider spraying to protect them from damaging insects and diseases. A good management plan can help protect these plants from having damaged fruit later on.


We have a very good publication called Disease and Insect Control in Home Fruit Plantings, Publication 1622. It is available online at https://extension.tennessee.edu/publications/Documents/PB1622.pdf For those who do not have internet access or have trouble in getting this source, let me know and I’ll be glad to help you get a copy.



This management schedule is based on the development of the plants over the entire year. The fruits included are apples, pears, peach, plum, cherry, grapes, strawberries, blueberries, blackberries and raspberries.


Again, contact me for a copy if you have problems.

WEED CONTROL


Specifically, I get a lot of questions about the yellow flowering weed in the pastures, especially those heavily grazed pastures. It seems that this is primary plant in those situations.


This one is the wild buttercup. It is not actually a buttercup, but that’s its common name. It is easily killed with fall spraying of 2,4-D when this plant germinates. But as the old saying goes, “out of sight, out of mind”, most folks don’t pay attention to it until it starts blooming. Then it is too late, because the plant is grown and the tissue is a waxy leaf that is hard for the chemical treatment to penetrate and kill the plant. It tends to just run off of the leaf. 


There is a small window in the spring, which is before the plant hits a growth spurt and the leaves get that waxy appearance. The 2,4-D product as a sole treatment or the use of some of the other products can work if done early, but with temperatures increasing into the 70’s and 80’s there is danger of the product drifting to other sites and causing off-target damage. So windy conditions can be a problem. There are safe products that can be used, so care must be taken to select the best ones.


Consult the 2021 Tennessee Weed Control Manual for selections and rates with notes. Its at https://extension.tennessee.edu/publications/Documents/PB1580.pdf
THE KIDS


They’re so good! The boys are doing well in school, and their sports efforts are super. We watched them play this past weekend and we were so proud. Timely catches to make good plays, good hits and runs, and both of them won their games. Hank had a good game and played catcher, and he threw out some runners at second and third. He had a triple hit and an RBI. Ford had the same experience, playing second base. He hit twice and scored twice, and his little team is undefeated.


Piper is riding more and learning how to take care of animals. She is really comfortable at the barn with the animals. She is learning how to use a shedding blade on the horses, and she gets right in there when it’s time to feed and take care of the critters. The little goats are some of her favorites, as well as the cats and the dogs.


We’re looking forward to getting the three of them together a little later on. We’re just about recovered from the last time when we had them all together in February! 

