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FARMERS MARKET


After much debate, we are going to open Thursday, July 1. The market is at the Farmers Market Pavilion next to the big blue water tower at the Celebration Grounds. The starting time will be 2:30 pm, with no early sales.


With the uncertainty of the weather delay, this has been the hardest year to predict what and when and how much there will be at the market. Keep in mind that this market is a locally grown market and all of our area growers depend on the weather. Most of our growers do not have the high tunnel houses that some use to get an early start, so they are at somewhat of a disadvantage. And we will have some new vendors this year, so this will add to the uncertainty of what and how much we will have.

Still, there is a good season for several plantings and we’re anxious to get open for the local customers. See you there next week.
WHAT IS THIS?
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My wife saw a picture of an insect on Facebook this weekend and there was a good bit of debate about what it was. The opinions ranged from yellow jackets to murder hornets. But the image was very much like the one I’ve attached that I had here about a month ago. 

It is a cicada killer wasp. It’s a big one, and I’ve attached a picture of one. No, it’s not the murder hornet. However, it is big and intimidating, but it’s really harmless unless you mess with it, and then it can sting. 

Its primary purpose is to find a cicada and take it to feed its wasp young, generally a single larva in a single ground nest. These things fly just above the ground looking for cicada tunnels and cicadas that have emerged, and then they tend to their own nests in the ground. See UT Publication SP 341-T and UT Fact sheet 290-A for more information.


We don’t see many of them, but they are here from time to time. It seems that the cicadas that are scheduled to emerge here this year has been much less than expected, and it seems that the weather has affected them as well. I did hear a very few this weekend in the Bell Buckle area, and I have seen a very small number in the center of the county. 

I bet that when they do come out, there will be a huge population and the noise will be deafening!
WHAT’S THE MARKET?


Drs. Andrew Griffith and Aaron Smith, UT Extension livestock and crops economists, shared these comments about the market last week.


The 5-area weighted average prices for fed harvest-ready cattle through Thursday were $122.85 live, up $2.83 compared to last week and $195.54 dressed, up $4.88 from a week ago. A year ago, prices were $100.82 live and $160.74 dressed. 
Based on Tennessee weekly auction market data, steer prices were steady to $5 higher compared to a week ago while heifer prices were steady to $4 higher compared to last week. Harvest cow prices were $2 higher while bull prices were steady to $2 higher compared to the previous week. Cattle markets showed considerable strength this week being led by lower corn futures prices and higher live and feeder cattle futures prices.
On the crops side, corn, cotton, soybeans, and wheat were down for the week. July 2021 corn futures closed at $6.55, down 44 cents since last Friday. September 2021 corn futures closed at $5.77, down 61 cents since last Friday. 

For the week, July 2021 soybean futures traded between $13.23 and $15.04. August 2021 soybean futures closed at $13.55, down 154 cents since last Friday. November 2021 soybean futures closed at $13.13, down 146 cents since last Friday. 
July 2021 wheat futures closed at $6.62, down 20 cents since last Friday. July 2021 wheat futures traded between $6.37 and $6.80 this week. September 2021 wheat futures closed at $6.65, down 16 cents since last Friday. July 2022 wheat futures closed at $6.69, down 26 cents since last Friday.
In my opinion, there is still much room for the market to move up or down. Of great concern is the extreme drought in the west. The weather impact, world supply and markets, political implications can and do have huge effect on our prices at the farm. And the prices in the supermarkets for you, our consumers.

WISDOM

This is tractor time. We’ve just finished planting corn and soybeans, and we’ve harvested hay and treating for weeds and insects and doing a lot of other farm chores. All of these have involved tractors. And now comes the tractor sport, tractor pulls! 


Here are some quotes from Progressive Farmer’s Cornerstone section in May. Some of them are humorous. Warren Buffet said “It’s no fun being a horse when the tractor comes along, or the blacksmith when the car comes along.” Will Rogers said “I haven’t seen a tractor working all day. The country has gone sane and got back to horses. Farmers all look worse, but they feel better.” And Jeff Foxworthy said “That’s the great thing about a tractor. You can’t hear the phone ring.”

Think about it.
