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INVADING INSECTS 
 My calls have started. I’ve seen them here in the office and at home. Here is information on two 
of the worst. 
 
LADY BEETLE REMINDER 

Dr. Karen M. Vail, UT Extension entomologist, shared these comments quite some time ago, but 
they are very pertinent still. She explains a lot here about the Mulit-Colored Asian Beetle (MALB), 
otherwise called lady beetles for ladybugs.  

These insects tart searching for overwintering sites, your home, on the second day when 
temperatures are greater the 65E F after a dramatic drop in temperature, usually to near freezing. 
Vertical contrast and not house color influences attractiveness of homes to MALB. Research from North 
Carolina revealed that it is vertical contrast, such as black shutters against light-colored walls, shadows 
cast by a chimney, white shutters against a dark background, that is attractive to beetles. Color of the 
house will not matter in attractiveness to the beetle. After all, they are looking for a crack in a 
white/light-colored cliff or rock outcropping.  

To manage these intruders, conduct the following steps 1 and 2 by late September/early 
October, before MALB start their invasion. First, seal entry points, keep window screens intact, screen 
vent openings, etc., before the beetles arrive. (See our UT Extension Service SP 503C Lady Beetles 
Invading Homes [http:// www.utextension.utk.edu/publications/spfiles/sp503c.pdf ] for more specific 
recommendations on sealing entry points.)  

Second, treat roof lines or soffits, vertical contrast areas, and entry points (around the following 
items: windows, doors, vents, pipe penetrations) with pesticides before the beetles arrive. Professionals' 
products such as Demand CS (lambda-cyhalothrin), Suspend (deltamethrin) or Talstar (bifenthrin) 
provided 96, 95, and 84% effectiveness at three weeks post-treatment, respectively, when applied to 
vinyl siding. Terro Ant Killer (0.2% permethrin w/PBO) and Bayer Advanced Home (0.1% cyfluthrin) 
provided 96 and 92% effectiveness at three weeks post-treatment. Retreatment in three weeks may be 
necessary.  

Third, remove dead beetles as they pile up because they may cause other MALB to aggregate. 
And fourth, if the beetles make their way into the home, try a light trap (see description below or other 
traps listed at http://ipm.osu.edu/lady/lady.htm) or a vacuum. Use a vacuum with an HEPA filter to 
prevent allergens from becoming airborne.  

The Ohio State University IPM Staff developed an inexpensive trapping device for use in homes. 
Pictures and details of the homemade trap’s construction can be found on the web  

(http://ipm.osu. edu/lady/blt1.htm). In their tests, the homemade trap caught about 70% of the 
released beetles in a room. They also mentioned that an incandescent bulb worked as well as a black 
light tube, but a black light incandescent bulb was not very effective. The homemade trap worked better 
if the funnel and collecting container (both plastic milk jugs) were painted black and dusted with talc. 

For a good reference on the ladybug, go to UT publication SP 503-C found online at 
https://ag.tennessee.edu/EPP/Extension%20Publications/Insects%20Lady%20Beetles%20Infesting%20H
omes.pdf 
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STINK BUGS 
 This is another home invader that is not wanted. The prevention protocols are about the same 
for the ladybug discussed above. I would suggest that if these two insects have been a problem in the 
past, then now is the time to do something about it.  
 For the stink bug, there are a couple of things that are little different. One is that they can emit a 
strong offensive odor when disturbed. And they can and do damage plants with their feeding on these 
plants. There are several different varieties of stink bugs, one being the common green stink bug. I have 
attached a newer pest, the brown marmorated stink bug. The best reference for stink bugs is our UT 
publication W779 found online at https://extension.tennessee.edu/publications/Documents/W779.pdf 
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