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IT’S COMING!

Cold weather is predicted for the end of this week. I fully expect with the predicted temperature lows for Nashville that we will see frosts or freezing in the next few days.   
I know some folks like it. I had a good friend that would always send me a message by one of the staff members here that he actually liked cold weather when I made comments about getting spring fever in the fall. He’s gone now, but I think of him when the temps start falling. I miss those funny messages.

I’ve made mention of frost on the johnsongrass and sudangrass causing a deadly chemical called  prussic acid. This will continue until these summer grasses are killed by freezing weather. Fortunately, the prussic acid breaks down after ten-fourteen days, and the animals can continue to graze safely. With the forecasts, it’s good to hold the animals away from the dangers.


This is a good time to give thought to the animals in confinement and their comfort. The herds that are in pastures are in good shape with trees and hills and other structures for windbreaks. But the animals that are confined need bedding and a good water source. Water is so important in cold weather to aid these animals and their metabolism functions that produce body heat. Make sure that they have fresh water even in freezing weather.


It’s a good time while the weather is fairly good to get plants that need to be weather protected stored or brought inside. Some of these may have already experienced some cold shock, so get them in this week. I’m in the process of putting our potted hostas and other plants up next to the house foundation on the south side of the house and covering them with leaves. They make it fine there and start back in the spring like nothing happened. We’ve got some others that we’ll put in big garbage bags, pots and all, then close the bags up and set them in the house or office. I can still water them slightly and this keeps the foliage from make a mess. 

There are some other plants in the landscape that we don’t move so I’ll cover with straw or leaves when the fall and they’ll do well. Nature provides us with good insulating materials like these and the beauty is that they’ll disintegrate over the winter and this helps the plants with adding organic matter to the soil profile.


This is a good time to check on equipment for antifreeze and such. I like to take battery cables off and clean the ends from corrosion on those that will not be in use over the winter so we can store the batteries. Make sure planters and containers and other decorative items are protected from the elements. I’ve got to get the vent covers on around the house and get the water faucet covers updated or on. I’m a little late in pressure washing a few things, but I intend to get them done.


Lots to do in a few days! I’m trying to get them done!

SMART SPENDING

When is the best time to soil test? Any time the soil is not muddy but soft enough to get down to the root zone, three-six inches. Now is a great time.


With record fertilizer prices being quoted, this practice is a must to avoid spending money unwisely. Our samples also give the pH results and recommendations for lime. In this day and time with these fertilizer prices, the smart money should be spent to get the pH into the recommended range for the crops being considered. This applies to lawns as well.


The second smart thing to do is to use weed control. No need to fertilize if we are going to allow weeds to consume the plant nutrients and the available moisture. But we need to identify the problem weeds and make sure we select a product or products that will control these problems. 

These two practices are simple and affordable. With plant nutrients approaching three times the costs of last year, these two things might be the smartest thing to do. And now is the time to be making these plans.   
