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INTERESTING HISTORY

                Here is an interesting set of numbers that puts perspective on farm commodities and their purchasing power. This was compiled by Charles Hord, Executive Director of the Tennessee Cattlemen Association and presented in the TCA Monday Memo. Reprinted with his permission. 

‘In 1965 the average settle price of an 850 lbs. steer was 25.5 cents so its sale barn value was about $216. A gallon of gas was 31 cents. A new home average cost $20,000 and a new F-150 MSRP cost $2,200. If a farmer sold eleven 850 lbs. steers he could buy a new F-150 with money left over. If he sold 95 steers, he could buy a new house. And one steer could buy about 690 gallons of gas.

In 1975, an 850 lbs. steer averaged 43.5 cents or $369. Gas was .57 cents; a new home averaged $32,000 and an F-150 was $4,500. A farmer had to sell slightly over 12 steers to buy his basic model F-150 truck but only 87 to buy an average priced new home. A steer was worth 650 gallons of gas.

In 1985, an 850 lbs. steer averaged 65.8 cents or $560. Gas was $1.12 (one steer bought 500 gallons). A basic model F 150 was $7,965 (worth 14 steers) and a new house was $68,500 (worth 122 steers).

In 1995, an 850 lbs. steer was worth 66.5 cents or $565. Gas was $1.15 (one steer bought 491 gallons). A basic model F-150 cost $14,500 (worth over 25 steers). A new home cost $106,000 (worth 187 steers).

In 2005, an 850 lbs. Steer was worth 86.7 cents or $737. Gas was $2.30 (one steer bought 320 gallons). A basic model F-150 cost $28,000 (worth 38 steers). A new house was $191,000 (worth 259 steers).

In 2015, an 850 lbs. steer was worth $1.45 or $1,232. Gas was $2.43 (one steer bought 506 gallons). A basic model F-150 cost $28,400 (worth 23 steers) and a new house was $201,000 (worth 163 steers.) This was during that two-year period of historical price increases for cattle.

In 2021 (so far) an 850 lbs. steer has averaged $1.22 or $1037. Today gas is about $3 gallon (one steer can buy 345 gallons). A new basic model F-150 costs $29,000 (worth about 28 steers). A new house costs $408,000 (worth 393 steers).’

See a pattern here? Think about this.

ORCHARDGRASS TRIAL RESULTS 2018-2021


Here is the newest trial information on orchardgrass. It’s listed under the forage variety trials at the UT Beef and Forage Center. The link to the center is https://utbeef.tennessee.edu/
CROP VARIETY TRIALS

Here is the link to the latest crop variety trial results per crop species. https://search.utcrops.com/ There is more information of interest to crop producers on the UTCrops.com 
BUDGETS

The 2022 livestock and crop budgets are in the final stages. I will be sharing the links to those in a short time. These budgets are guides for you to use in planning for your enterprises next year. 
With inputs costs nearly triple in most crops and prices not stable, budgeting may be some of the best work you’ll do this winter in planning for next year.
THE KIDS

Hank turned twelve years old today. He’s growing up and some days actually shows a good bit of maturity. He’s a bit of a prankster sometimes. He called and tried to get me to fall for a couple of jokes and we laughed hard. Now, he’s not an angel all the time just like most kids, but we’re proud of him and love him. Happy birthday, Hank!

Ford is doing well also. He’s growing in school, and he’s always been a favorite of teachers for how he wants to help them and others. He’s a good one, too. We’re proud of him and how hard he’s studied this year. It’s not always been that way, but now he’s catching on and making good grades and the honor roll.


Piper is learning a lot in her day care. Her writing skills are good for her age, her conversations are something else to be a part of. She’s at the barn every day, helping to feed and check on the animals. She’s a dancer, and she loves to entertain. 

We’re so proud of them, in case you can’t tell!

