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WILD BUTTERCUP
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This is another reminder that wild buttercup is easier to control now than in the late winter or early spring when it is in the blooming phase. Here’s why.


This weed in pastures and hay fields is a fall-germinated plant. It is now up and in different stages of growth, but all of them are vulnerable to some of the good weed control products. I’ve attached a photo to identify it if you’re not sure. The key to control is to spray it when the temperature is above 60 degrees for three days to help the chemical activity, and we have several of those days coming up this week.


The problem with waiting for spring and the bloom stage is that the leaves on the mature plant is waxy and hard for the weed control products to penetrate these tough leaves. They will curl and show some damage then, but invariably they will ‘grow’ out of it and survive.


Spraying them now will kill the young tender plants much more easily. There are several products. One good one is 2,4-D. It’s very effective, reasonably priced, and with these cooler temperatures you won’t see volatility, and it there is any drift, there are very few plants that are in a vulnerable state as opposed to spring or summer months. While it may show some burn on clovers, they’ll survive.

Another good choice is Duracor, a new product that is in the same family as the Grazon products. These products are really good broadleaf weed controls, but the down side is that they will kill clovers. If you are concerned about clovers in your stands of grass, use the one above. If not, then these new products will work fine.


A side benefit of doing this treatment now is that you will also get a good control on thistles. These are also fall-germinated plants, and this first year they are in a tender rosette stage. It is more difficult to control in the spring and summer, so this is a good time to work on this weed as well. The same products work very well and in the same circumstances.


It may seem wrong to do these treatments now, but this time frame is much better than when these plants are mature and in the blooming stages. And what are the blooms? More seeds to assure the weed will continue to produce new plants and be around again. 


Think about this. It makes sense. Take advantage of the warm temperatures now and see the difference. And remember, always read the label before you use these products. Why? You’ll do it correctly, use the right amounts per acre, and the most important thing is…it’s the law! Pay attention to the safety issues and do it right.
SOIL TESTS


It’s a great time to get soil tests done. Check the pH and make plans on applying lime if it’s needed. And with the prices of fertilizers, don’t guess. As I’ve said before, smart money is spent on soil tests, lime if needed, and weed control. Looking at the actual N/P/K needs, a smarter decision on what to do and what to spend is a must.

MARKETING TIPS


We have some good data on marketing cattle that has been gathered and studied by a team of ag economists for effects different practices on price of feeder cattle. The data set includes 1164 different lots of cattle sold in the Lower Middle Tennessee Cattlemen Association Video Sale over the five-years period of 2015-2020. 

This data looked at the effect of lot size, color, sex of the calves, vaccination status, and a group of other factors that have been discussed as management practices for a long time. The numbers are impressive and validate some good things to do. 


I’ll be glad to share the links to these studies. Just send me a message to my email address jteague1@utk.edu and I’ll be glad to send them to you. 


This information will make you think.
THE KIDS


We had a good time celebrating Hank’s birthday last week. He is growing taller, making friends at the middle school he’s attending and getting involved in things at school and church. He’s got the right attitude about a lot of things, and we’re proud of that. He’s got some flaws, to be sure, but he’s working on those as he gets older and more mature. And we are all helping him to understand to make good choices.


Ford actually spent some of his own money to buy Hank a birthday gift, and we were so proud of his generosity and expression of his love for his brother. Now, that doesn’t mean they don’t quarrel and fight, but there are times that are good. He’s also learning about good choices, and we’re hoping that they both continue to do that. 

Piper spent the day with Meme the other day, and she got to paint a Christmas tree snowman ornament. It’s a pink one with a purple hat. While that may not be the traditional colors for a snowman, for this four-year-old girl they are just perfect and her favorites, so they have to be the correct ones!

The next thirty days or so will include them all being together at the holidays, and we’re looking forward to that. No telling what we’ll get into with them around!
